[Plastic surgery of skin defects in the face. Principles and perspectives].
The difficulties in facial reconstruction derive from the unique character of the face and the availability of local matching tissues. Facial reconstructive surgery must aim at a functionally and aesthetically rehabilitated patient. The performance of facial plastic surgery requires an understanding and the application of many important principles. The aim of this paper is to review the critical factors to be considered in the management of surgical wounds by second-intention healing, primary closure, skin grafting, and repair with local or distant free flaps. The key concepts useful in flap choice and implementation are discussed. In addition, an overview of new developments in tissue engineering and gene therapy as they relate to facial plastic surgery is provided.